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Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist 
Underlays & Fixings Supplied 
Re-Adaptions & Restretches 
CES TM SEC ad ETT 
Carpets *« Vinyl « Ceramic Tiles 
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Caversham Aerial Services 
TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted. 
Poor Reception? Old aerials? 
Can't get the new digital channels? 
Give us acall - We can help! 
Phone 0118 9673596 
www.caversham-aerials.co.uk 


Freee | PEHD 


Thinking of moving? 


For a free valuation or to enquire about 
one of the properties in our varied portfolio 


please contact Richard Beville or Sara Galbraith 


eville 


elements 


Visit our stunning showroom: 
8b Portman Road, Reading RG3O 1EA 
Tel 0118 959 9919 
www.elementskitchens.co.uk 
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Claudia Wellnann BOS MEDS ROSE MSe MRD 
Dipesh Kethan BOS WEDS ROSEd — 


* Your local family tnancily praotica : 

* Routine general dentistry | 
* Affordable dental plans with Denp an 
* Children seen on the NHS 

* Tooth whitening 

» Cosmetic dentistry and Implants 

* Invisable braces 

* Sedation for nervous patients 


* Free parking 


Now taking on new patients 
saturday and evening appointments available 


@& Denvian 


Wood Lane Sonning Common Reading 
Berkshire RG4 9SJ Telephone 0118 9722626 
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk 


Happy Healthy 


Smiles... 
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SONNING COMMON 
PRE-SCHOOL 


GROVE ROAD OS 
SONNING COMMON 


01138 972 4760 


We are a happy friendly pre-school 
welcoming children from 2 years 

6 months, to come and learn through 
play. We have a purpose built building 
& extensive play garden. 


Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00om 

















The end of another year gives time for reflection. 2016 has been 
exceptional. Brexit, Trump and the tragedy of Syria have shaken the 
foundations and beliefs of many. Globalisation has become a slur, 
nationalism and authoritarianism are flourishing. 


It certainly has made me focus on the things where we can make a difference. 


Many others are feeling the same and the focus on the village; exemplified 
in the return of Santa, an example of the power for good of social media; 
John Lambourne’s annual Christmas lights and the money donated by 
local people; the event arranged for April publicised INFOCUS begins the 
discussion about what makes a village. In that piece the African proverb 
appears ‘it takes a village’ (to raise a child) and my interpretation of this 
saying is that the community is of prime importance. 


Pages of this magazine are full of the people who make a difference in our 
village through their significant contributions. 


Volunteering is an important part of this dynamic and the magazine is one 
place where there is a need. Extra members would be very welcome. 


While we all try to make sense of what will happen 
in 2017 the editorial team would wish one and all 
a happy and healthy new year. 
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After eight years, the Christmas Lunch in the 
Village Hall has quite definitely become one of the 
“traditions” of village life in Sonning Common. 


Photo: Peter Rickards 


Organiser Chrissie Phillips Tilbury said “I think this 
was one of the best years yet. We had lots of 
heloers which meant the food was served quickly, 
there were plenty of people to take round seconds 
and to refill glasses, and they had time to talk to 
our guests.” 


This year 50 guests sat down to enjoy the customary 
roast turkey, stuffing, pigs-in-blankets, roast 
potatoes, sprouts and carrots with gravy and 
cranberry sauce. This was followed by Christmas 
pud or trifle, coffee and home-made mince pies. 
There were crackers with paper hats and silly 
Christmas mottos, Christmas music and word 
puzzles to while away the time - and lots of chat between old friends and new acquaintances. 
It was a very warm and friendly atmosphere and at the end of the afternoon each guest went 
home with a gift of home-made marmalade and a gingerbread man. 


A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr Brindley. He thanked Chrissie and Jill Vallis and their 
team of volunteers for all their efforts and John Pearman for transporting guests to and from 
the village hall in the FISH bus. 


Chrissie’s response was that the helpers didn’t think of it as “giving up their Christmas Day”; it 
was great fun and a privilege to share Christmas lunch with the guests. 


"As a result of generous patrons supporting Nottakwire’s "Carols Event” in the village hall 
on 10 December, by entering the wine raffle, buying refreshments and contributing to the 
retiring collection, we have been able to send a donation of £500 to our Christmas 
Charity, "Embrace the Middle East”. This is the third year we have supported this 
particular charity. The Carols Event was by free entry and we had a full audience, who 
joined 70 Nottakwire singers, to sing traditional carols and enjoy new seasonal pieces 
performed by the singers. In addition, our 16 strong Notts Group raised a further £140 
from generous diners when they entertained at Badgemore Golf Club on 16 December. 

A further gift of £100 will be made to Club SC (the Youth Club) which we have also been 
supporting for a number of years. 


Elaine and | wish to acknowledge the hard work done throughout 2016 by Nottakwire 
members, in order to achieve a high standard of performance and also to thank them for their 
friendly and convivial support of one another - and us - as friends and colleagues. 


Also we want to thank the members of the Notts Group - for their commitment, their support 
for Nottakwire, and their contribution to fund raising efforts. 


We have a number of regular helpers, who readily resoond to our requests for stewarding and 
serving refreshments for events. To 
these friends, we also offer a 
heartfelt "Thank You.” 


Nottakwire is here for the 
community. If you are interested in 
finding out more about us , please 
contact: margaret.moola@ 
btinternet.com OR telephone us on 
0118 972 1248. Happy New Year to 
all Nottakwire’s many friends. 








“l saw a wonderful production of the play 
‘Season's Greetings’ by the Chiltern 
Players. The cast easily managed to 
portray the cartoon comic like characters 
that reside in all of Ayckbourn’'s plays 
with ease, heloed by some good 
direction in a setting where it must have 
been a real headache to block. (played in 





the round). Apparently, it was one of the 
lead actors first time on stage, who it was 
| do not know such was the quality of the 
flawless inter-play between characters 
and the projection of the script. My good 
friend, Terry Sopp was his customary 
brilliant self in a role he makes look 
alarmingly easy. Everything was 
wonderful, the setting, the hospitality and 
the generous cups of tea!! Look forward 
to the next production with relish!!! 
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Hangings at Reading Prison! 





COMMUNITY HENS 


ZERO TOLERANCE ON GRIME 


Thames Valley Police is adopting a 
‘zero-tolerance policy’ towards issues 


with anti-social behaviour in the village 


centre. 


In response to calls from residents 
reporting anti-social behaviour, officers 
have actively engaged with the young 


people they believe are responsible, some 


of whom come from Reading and the 
surrounding area and others who live in 
the village. 


Since July 2016, in addition to dedicated 


patrols, officers have visited the homes of 


some of the young people concerned to 
speak with their parents and have served 
anti-social behaviour letters, notices and 
contracts. In partnership with the parish 


council, CCTV-coverage of the village 
centre and Co-op car park has been 
improved. New lighting has been installed. 


Neighbourhood Officer, PC Sue Bradshaw, 
said: “We understand from residents that 
some anti-social behaviour Is, 
unfortunately, still having an impact on the 
community and Thames Valley Police is 
receiving further calls. 


“We want the residents of Sonning 
Common to live in their homes without 
being disturbed, and to not feel 
intimidated by the actions and behaviour 
of a particular group who are known to 
our officers. We do appreciate that young 
people will always hang around shopping 
areas but anti-social behaviour will not be 


POLICE 


tolerated, and the team at 
Henley will endeavour to 
resolve this for the long term. 





“We ask that residents keep on reporting 
anti-social behaviour to us using 101, or 
999 in areal emergency situation, as soon 
as they see or hear it. We can only 
respond to what we know about, and the 
intelligence we glean from crime reports 
allows us to build a fuller picture of the 
crime that impacts on the area.” 


Issues reported to police include excessive 
noise from people and vehicles; cars being 
driven in an anti-social manner along 
Wood Lane and Woodlands Road; rubbish; 
criminal damage; issues with fireworks; 
drugs; intimidation and abuse. @ 





james) CHILTERN EDGE NEWS 


~ Common Library 


Almost forty people attended the first AGM of 
the newly revived Friends of Sonning Common 
library (FoCSL) in the village hall on Monday 7 
November. The meeting heard that the 
organisation now has more than 85 members 
paying an annual subscription of £10 and that 
more than £500 has been donated. FoSCL 
will use the money to pay for new books and 
other resources following the cuts to the 
Oxfordshire County Council central book fund 
and the loss of Sonning Common’s individual 
book fund. A constitution was approved at the 
AGM and seven members of the committee 
were elected. The meeting also heard about 
the fantastic work of the volunteers who give 
their time to keep the library running 
smoothly. FoSCL membership forms can be 
found in the library; anyone interested in 
becoming a volunteer should speak to the 
librarian. 


The committee would like to thank everyone 
in the village for their support and to remind 
you of a special story times in the library for 
Mother's Day. @ 


Duke of Edinburgh 


Congratulations! to the following Year 10 
students who are the first group in their 
year to complete their Bronze award 
during the Autumn term. There are 11 
more in Year 10, and 18 in Year 11, 
working towards it. 


Lucy Absolom, Isobel Barnett, Olivia 
Higson, Mia Muncer, Leah Tilley 


Mr Nutt (Primary Sport Coordinator for 
the local schools) coordinates the 
course via the Eyot Centre in Henley. 
Both his daughters recently completed 
their Gold award and were presented 
with them by the Earl of Wessex at St 
James's Palace in London. 


DigiGirlz 

DigiGirlz, a Microsoft YouthSpark 
program, gives secondary school girls 
opportunities to learn about careers in 
technology, connect with Microsoft 


employees, and participate in hands-on 
computer and technology workshops. 


A group of girls from Chiltern Edge took 
part in a special DigiGirlz day in 

November. The Microsoft employee who 
supported the day sent this message to 





the school - and they were very proud 
to receive it... 


‘1 was so impressed with the group and 
thoroughly enjoyed my morning in their 
company, all the girls were an absolute 

credit to themselves and to your school. 


lt was a very early start and the girls 
arrived with great enthusiasm and energy 
which they maintained throughout a very 
busy and packed morning. 


They showed wonderful creativity and 
fantastic collaborative team work. All of 
them without fail were inclusive and so 
considerate of other ideas, they had a 
great sense of humour and all 
contributed to the challenging 
application development task, | even 
heard that they were in the top three for 
the day which is a fabulous achievement. 


/ really hope they enjoyed the day and 
will continue to explore all things 
computing and tech related as they 
clearly have an aptitude for working in 
this environment and | have no doubt 
they will all shine in whatever they go on 
to do. ~ 


Chiltern Edge is one of only two schools 
who have been invited to take part in the 
scheme every year for the last seven. @ 





On Saturday 3 December, thanks to my 
working at the art exhibition which was 
being held there, Club SC had the unique 
chance to take / of our members for a tour 
of the Victorian Reading Prison which 
closed in 2013. 


We had as our guide an extremely 
knowledgeable gentleman named Sandy 
who had worked at the prison while it 
was in use. We got to see many of the 
areas that were not open to the general 
public including the former Victorian and 
20th century prison receptions, medical 
centre and Victorian kitchen as well as 
several of the cells while Sandy 
entertained the young people with stories 
about what life was like for both the 


modern and Victorian prisoners. We were 
lucky enough to be taken to the area 
where some of the hangings took place 
and Sandy had the members enthralled 
with a very vivid description of a hanging 
which the members loved! 


Many of the members of Club SC (as well 
as us adults) were both surprised and 
shocked to discover that children as 
young as 7 years old were locked up for 
some very minor ‘offences’ including 
scrumping. | think that the members were 
glad that times have changed! 


One parent told me the following week 
that their child was telling them all about 
seeing the cell in which Oscar Pistorius 
was held (they meant Oscar Wilde of 
course!) 








My thanks to FISH for the transport, 
which made my arranging this unique 
opportunity for Club SC possible. @ 


Adam Negus 
Youth Support Worker 
Club SC 








OUR ECO TRIP 


On Friday 2 December, 16 members of the 
Sonning Common Primary School's Eco- 
council and Energy Monitors visited Ardley 
Energy Recovery Facility centre in Bicester. 


We were greeted at the entrance by the 
Visitor Centre Manager Sylvie and a life 
size dinosaur made from all kinds of 
materials, umbrellas, Barbie dolls, 
watering cans, parts from old washing 
machines and bike wheels, to name but 
a few of the items. We then went to the 
visitor centre where we learnt about the 
waste hierarchy. Reduce, Reuse, Repair, 
Recycle. We also learnt about what 
happens to the waste at Ardley. 


It is burnt to produce electricity 


Finally, we were all told to put on safety 
equipment as we were going to see the 
area where all of the bins were emptied 
into a concrete ditch where a large 
grabber on a crane picked up the 
rubbish. The rubbish is then mixed as 
some types of rubbish burns better than 
others. It is then picked up by the same 
grabber and dropped it into a hopper 
where it would eventually be taken 

to the furnace and generate electricity, 
by using the heat to produce steam 
to drive the turbines. 
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We all thought it was very educational 
and fascinating to learn what Ardley 
Energy Recycling Facility was doing to 
help the environment. We all had a 
great time and would like to visit again 
for Part 2... 


by Hannah R & Charlotte L 


Note from the Head teacher 


If you are looking for a trip where the 
pupils will learn so much about 
recycling and ‘being green’, then this is 
certainly the trip to go on. The staff 
there are also simply brilliant. Thank 
you Ardley... 


Chris Hirst 










Update on the Co-op 
closure 


The Co-op store is due to close for 
five weeks from 20 February to 

24 March as part of the programme 
to extend and refit it. 


During this period the Co-op will provide 
a pop-up shop in the car park behind the 
store - a van selling around 150 key 
product lines. Normally 3,000 product 
lines are stocked by the shop. 


The building project will see the store 
being widened to the edge of its current 
boundary along Woodlands Road, thereby 
extending the shop floor area. The four 
parking spaces immediately behind the 
shop will become a storage compound 
while the access onto Woodlands Road 
will remain. 


Pavements on Wood Lane and Woodlands 
Road will be closed during some of the work. 


The Co-op is planning to distribute leaflets 
to residents in the neighbouring vicinity 
providing more information on the project. 
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Moores Painting, Decorating & 
General Maintenance Services 


Spruce up your Home & Garden! 
5% Discount when you quote: SCMAG 


We invite you to contact us for a free, no 
obligation quotation. 
Call: 01189 722002 or 07595 906940 
Web: 


© Beacon Flooring 


A Family Run Business 


Carpet Wood 
Karndean Vinyl 


Free fitting on carpet orders over £150 


16 High Street, Goring. 01491 454095 
beaconflooring@aol.co.uk 
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FIRST CHOICE FOR 
BUILDING SUPPLIES THE PROFESSIONAL 


Pilates Matwork | Group Reformer 
BarreConcept | Ballet Barre | Yoga 





YOUR LOCAL 
WINNING TEAM 


Local people, selling and letting local houses 


Julie 
Norman 








Melissa Joanne Vanessa 
Edwards Parker Townsend 
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or call 0118 972 4242 
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e Competitive Trade 
Pricing 
 e Bulk Bags 


—™ Specialist Insulation 
Stockists 


~~ e Indian Sandstone 


Sat Nav 


e Bricks/Blocks 
/Aggregates 

e Trade Shop 

e Plenty of Parking 

e Web Offers! 
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Best Estate Agent 
in RG4 








If you have instructed another agent on a sole agency and/or sole selling 
rights basis, the terms of those instructions must be considered to avoid a 
possible liability to pay two commissions. However asking us to visit is FREE. 
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Full continue! lens service 
Free specs for children 
Extensive range of 
designer frames 


Nisin agent for “/eciss 
and Rodenstock lenses 


Free parking 


01 18 947 2099 


ALA robin: umes .co.uk 
 Clhurch St, Caversham, Reaching (opposite Waitrose) 
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Time 4 Pilates. , ¥ 


Want to look and feel great! | 
Try Pilates — controlled, yet gentle exercise 





Classes in Sonni ing Common area 


Including Ante and Post Natal 


Mondays / Tuesdays / Thursdays 
Beginners and Intermediates 
Max 12 in Group (6 in Pregnancy classes) 
Private sessions also available 


Christine Brook — Member of Body Control Pilates Associatior 


Ring OF 789 71701? or ema 
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(QP) gunningplumbing.com 

—_ i) 1) « healing = gas « 

ALL DOMESTIC PLUMBING, HEATING, & GAS WORK 
INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS, & EMERGENCIES 


CAVERSHAM BASED 
GAS SAFE REGISTERED ENGINEER 
SERVING READING & THE SURROUNDING AREA 


CALL ANDREW ON 07815 304 931 
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Kidbys Sheds 
Simply The Best 


28 Kennylands Road —- Sonning Common - Reading 


A Shed Should Be For Life 
Sizes from 4ft x 3ft Up to 30ft x 20ft 


Bespoke doors and window arrangements with building 
colour choices. Fully Insulated Home Offices 


Contact Michael Loades or Peter Kay 


Tel: 0118 972 3380 
Email: sales@kidbys.co.uk 


Red Kite Electrical 





Top quality electrical work for Sonning 
Common and the South Chilterns since 2006. 
All sizes and types of work undertaken. 


sparks@redkiteelectrical.co.uk 
www.redkiteelectrical.co.uk 
0118 907 1834 


0788 273 7402 
10 Onslow Gardens, Caversham 


O1 18 972 3930 
24 PEPPARD ROAD 
SONNING COMMON 


E171 OF F with THIS VOUCHER 
CHILDREN'S PLAYROOM 
CUT-£13 ONE GRADE-£9 TWO GRADES -€11 

CUT & BLOW DRY -£16 CHILDREN UNDER 10-€9 
CHILDREN 10 TO 16-£12 
SENIOR CITIZEN (MON-FRI) £9 CUT & BLOW DRY E12 
Late night opening Thursday to 7.00 pm 
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EVN and GAMES 
in the LIBRARY 


minder of the following events which take 


A. 
Tickets available from o118 972 2632 


‘Occasions’ in sonning Common or 


carrer. players@yanoo-cous 
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in the library. 
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Storytimes for under-8s, with stories and colouring. 
Lo There will be a ‘special’ storytime On Saturday ps) 
mmuni March with crafts for Mothers’ Day, and home-made 
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j 
Beethoven Violin Concerto 


Elgat ‘Enigma Variations os 


iption discounts 4 
50, 622.50 subscriP 
La Tickets ¢25 50 rable * 
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E.H. HAMLEY & SON 
Builders & Decorators 


Tel; (0118) 9573894 
Mob: 0774 3927 9649 
Email: ehhamleyandson@gemail.com 


Property repairs a speciality 


14 Shierian Aveniie 
Cayeeham, Reading AG4 FOO 








TV AERIAL SERVICES 


Poor Reception Solved 

Aerials repaired & supplied 

TVs - Hung on your wall and tuned 

Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!) 
Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV 


Call 
01189 639113 


EZ OXFORD AERIALS 


Family Hairdressing 
any age & any style 


...--And all in the comfort of your 
own home...... 


Ring Maureen on 


0118 972 1074 


sonning Common Pet Care 
At Home Pet Care 
when you are on holiday or at work 


Cats 


Small Pets d , a 


Dog Walking 
Puppy Visits 


Please call Alison for further information 
Tel 0118 9722948 / O7 78? 114536 
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T.C. FULLER PLUMBING & HEATING 





A Water Softener 
would be your solution 
Compass Water Softeners 


SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION 
0118 972 3773 01189410869 0796 700 9838 
Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk 


DK Builders _ 
Daren Kilroy 


BRICKLAYING, EXTENSIONS, 


| ¢GARDEN WALLS, PATIOS ETC 


OVER 2O YEARS EXPERIENCE 


CAVERSHAM, READING O7951736745 
O18 3759407 








INS SURANCE APPRO' VED 


DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED, 


CHANGED OR UPGRADED j8s3621) 


DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES 
DIGITAL LOCKS« BARS 


FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 
C ALL. AE ICE. 





a a INS . Lz 
Keech Lane, RGR OPX * W onidcnte NT. Reading 
PROPRIETOR: 4. ,). BONNER 


VERA MORRIS 
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The story takes place in the late 
summer of 1970 at an isolated 
boarding school in Dulwich, 
surrounded by dramatic cliffs and 
turbulent seas. After the recent 
mysterious death of the headmaster’s 
wife, newly appointed senior mistress 
and amateur sleuth Laurel Bowman 
joins forces with detective Frank 
Diamond to help catch the killer. With 
an array of intriguing characters, it 
soon becomes clear that they must 
race against time before the murderer 
strikes again. 


Now living in Caversham, Vera was 

a former senior mistress at Chiltern 
Edge School. She began working in 
Sonning Common in 1970 and fell in 
love with the school and it’s attitude 
towards learning. She says “It’s always 
been a very happy school and very 
outward going, with lots of activities 
focused on sending the children out 
into the world, which was unusual at 
that time.” 


Vera used her experience in education 
as the foundation for her research; 
her detailed knowledge of school 
structures and of life in England in the 
1970’s allowed her to create a very 
realistic and believable landscape for 
her novel. 


Vera has always enjoyed writing 
wherever she could and one day 
hoped to dedicate enough time to 
write fiction. Funnily enough, once 
retired Vera found herself returning to 
Chiltern Edge School but this time as a 
pupil to take a class in creative writing. 
She started writing short stories and 
realised that using a computer as a 
writing tool was very engaging, to see 
her words go directly onto the screen. 
Soon her short stories grew into 
bigger ideas. 


Vera never expected to be acrime 
writer but does admit to enjoying 
the genre, inspired by writers like 
Henning Mankell, P.D James, and lan 
Rankin: “I’ve always enjoyed reading 
crime and it’s a good escape, it’s 

an entertainment in a way and you 
try and solve the mystery as you’re 
reading which appeals to me.” 


However, there were times when 
writing became difficult, particularly 
when dealing with dark and 
sometimes harrowing subject matter. 
Vera describes: “Some of the more 
gruesome parts were difficult to write, 
especially a chapter from the point of 
view of the murderer, it was difficult to 
get into their head.” 


Whilst her knowledge of the fictional 
school, Blackfriars, was inspired by 
her career, there was still plenty of 
research needed to bring the novel 

to life: “Some of this was research 
into my own life, | buy a lot of books 
about the period, about dress and 
architecture, anything that might help. 
| was a schoolgirl in Suffolk and | have 
a great feeling for the place, taking 
photographs and talking to local 
people.” 


However, Vera wants to make it very 





clear that her fictional school and 
distinctive characters are precisely 
that, fiction. She says: “But really the 
school isn’t like Chiltern Edge at all 
and neither are the people!” 


And there’s more exciting news for 
Vera as Accent Press will be publishing 
her second novel, and the next in 

the series, The Right Temptation. 

She says “I’m very pleased to be 
published, because it is very hard 
nowadays.” And 
the excitement 
continues as 
there is a promise 
of third novel on 
the way. 


Some Particular 
Evil is available 
on Amazon, via 
Accent Press, 
and in the Bell 
Bookshop in 





Henley. ® 





CURTAINS, 


/ //BLINDS, PELMETS,\\ | 


TIE BACKS ETC. 


ALL AT COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 


CALL CAROLINE ON 
0118 954 2448 
OR 
0781 561 0007 


Kennylands Gymnastics 
(formally Thames Valley 
Gymnastics Club) offer 
a range of classes for 
boys and girls of all 
ages. Classes cater 
for preschool, recreation, 
freestyle gymnastics as well 
as competitive gymnastics for those who 
express the talent and desire. Parties are 
also available on weekends and we even 
provide an opportunity for adults who wish to 
have a go themselves. 


Contact us: Kennylands Gymnastics 

Bird Wood Court, Sonning Common, Oxon, RG4 9RF 
T: 0118 9724 401 / 07846 185 905 

E: kennylandsgymnastics@hotmail.com 
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TREE CARE — 


- All Aspects of Tree Work 
il m0 (e(-mOrUl ani are) 
- Private and Commercial 
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WE UNDERTAKE ALL TYPES 
OF BUILDING WORK 
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yBOILEN (AMAXS ri 


SERVICE, REPAIR 
sem & INSTALLATIONS “WWW AMAXSE CO.UK ® |! 


Ei www.facebook.com/AMAXS® 





Tel: 01189 724 794 Mob: 0784 068 1057 


E: info@amaxs.co.uk 


SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 


For all your property maintenance requirements: 
Decorating - inside and out 
Paper Hanging 
Carpentry - including door easing & hanging 

Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal 
Plumbing - leaking taps etc. 

Patio’s, Landscaping & Garden Design 

Hedge Cutting & Planting 


Pass on your TO DO list 
ROB SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560 


Graham Blake 


soft furnishing 


Loose Covers Conservatory Blinds 
Curtains Quilted Bedspreads 
Re-upholstery Tracks & Poles 
Carpets Plantation Shutters 


TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please telephone 


01844 261 769 
07802 213 381 
www.grahamblake.com 
Established Family Business 





BRIDGES 


Independent Estate Agents 


We are experiencing a high demand 
for property in Sonning Common 
and surrounding villages 


Having achieved great success within the area in 
2016, Bridges continue to register high volumes of 
buyers looking to purchase in Sonning Common 
and villages north of The Thames. We are well 
versed in all that the village has to offer, specifically 
with regard to the extensive and excellent 
amenities, highly regarded schooling, and the 
surrounding picturesque countryside. 





If you're considering selling in 2017 
contact Bridges, the Estate Agent 
people are recommending 


WAYVAYAVA 8) (eh 21-9 0) ¢0) elo a AYA@ OME < 


0118 946 2121 


1 Church Road Caversham Reading RG4 7AA 
Email post@bridgesproperty.co.uk 








THE IMPAGT OF WW2 


Ralph Peedell 





When Royalty Visited Sonning Common 





King George VI and Queen Elizabeth at Kennylands Camp 


in September, 1940. Receiving them are the Camp Manager, 
Captain Mee, and Mrs Mee. 








py COLLEEN PAVIOUR 


Charlotte lives in Baskerville Road. 
She is married to Richard and the 
couple have two children, Mary, 6, 
and Oliver, 4. The Esaus have lived in 
the village for seven years. 


We needed somewhere reasonably 
accessible to Heathrow because Richard 
is a pilot. We loved the area so we 
explored it first on our mountain bikes. 


We looked at houses in lots of picture 
perfect villages, but Sonning Common 
had such a village feel. We could foresee 
our lives over the next few years and 
realised how attractive it would be to 
have all the amenities on our doorstep. 
It wasn’t just a pretty-to-drive-through 
road. 


By coincidence | had always loved the 
chef Antony Worrall Thompson. Years 
ago | had a newspaper cut-out of The 
Greyhound pub on my wall. When we 
moved here | realised it was one of our 
closest pubs and when we got married 
we had our wedding reception there and 
AWT cooked the meal and came out and 
mingled with our family. 


If we’re without the children we like to 
cycle out through the woods to Ipsden. 


We have a drink in the pub then go back 
through Stoke Row and make a big 
circle, going through Nettlebed and back 
home. It’s beautiful. 


Our favourite walk is to start in the 
village and walk up to Spring Wood. 
There’s a big oak tree on the path 
between the woods and the church 
where we got married, All Saints in 
Rotherfield Peppard. 


Before we had children we used to sit 
under the tree and look out at the nice 
view. Sometimes on our anniversary we 
take a picnic there. The walk continues 
through the golf course, then back up to 
the woods where you pick up a lane then 
through a field and you end up at the 
Bird in Hand. 


If the children are with us we like to cycle 
and walk through Old Copse. 


Our house was built in the 1870s and is 
probably one of the oldest in the village. 
We have wondered if originally it was 
some type of small holding as back then 
there would have been just a handful of 
houses along our street. 


We love the eclectic mix of housing 
down our street, Victorian, Edwardian, 
1930s and onwards. 


We go to the Co-op every day, but it’s 








really handy to have a swimming pool 
(for small children), the library, the 
doctors, the dentist, a skate park - we 
use them all. The village is very well 
catered for. 


Recently | needed some blue cotton, 
and | thought I’ve got to go all the way 
into Reading, but then | remembered 
Occasions. They carry lots of things you 
wouldn’t expect a village shop to have. 


| used to be active in the Green Gym 
when | lived in Bicester. | think | read that 
Sonning Common started the very first, 
or one of the first, Green Gyms. 


| was an in-flight beauty therapist for 
Virgin Airlines in upper class. 


Tom Jones, Jonathan Ross, John 
Malkovich, Simon Le Bon, Henry Winkler 
(The Fonz) and Jamie Cullum. 


| had dinner with Richard Branson 

and his family when | worked for four 
months at his resort in Morocco, Kasbah 
Tamadot. He was there r 
with his wife and mum 
and one evening he 
invited me to have 





dinner with them. 
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MOTHER'S DAY GRAFT 


SURPRISE YOUR MUM WITH A THOUGHTFUL 
HANDMADE GIFT THIS MOTHER'S DAY, SUNDAY 
26 MARCH. THESE PAPER FLOWERS ARE SIMPLE 
TO MAKE AND EASY TO LOOK AFTER - NO WATER 


NECESSARY! 


Cupcake Case Promise Flowers 
What you'll need: 


e Patterned cupcake cases 
© Lollipop sticks 

° Buttons 

° Glue 

° Scissors 

e Marker pen 

e Small glass or jar 


Top Tip - if you don't have lollipop sticks, 
use straws and write your promises on 
theleaves. ~ “™@ 


1) Take a cupcake case. Fold in half, then into 
quarter, and finally into eighths 


2) Cut a curve at the-non-pointed end of each * — 


case, making each one smaller than the next. 


6) Stick the flower to the end of the lollipop stick 
and add some leaves. 


4 
LF 


a 


Repeat this 3 more times so you have 4 folded cases. 


3) Open out the cases and glue the centre of each 
flower, placing them on top of each other from 
largest to smallest. 


5) On a lollipop stick, write a promise to your mum. 


7) Repeat steps 1-6°until you have all the flowers 


you need. 


on 
- 


4 
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Grace aged 4 made this reindeer card 
using Jackie's craft idea 


B 









: 
,& « 
ca ~ . - 
(Rw 
— 





ii 


GAN YOU HELP? 


Do you have a spare copy of Sonning Common Primary School 


1913 to 2013 by Mel White? 


As an ex pupil of Sonning Common Primary 


and resident for many years of Shiplake Bottom 


as a child, you can I'm sure understand why | 
would be interested in the above book. 


Therein lies the problem. Despite 

(oxo) alts (ed | ale mu alsmsvo1alole) me |i q=\eimmnsi-1-] cei all ale) 
ovals lato mal=\.-maalelsmrelaxela-\iaem-l elt-lal.e 

| write to you now in the hope that, by 
NiVZs WAKO) Ms eS) ato] | area (exoml la myZole] auaal-ler-y4lalcy 
| can locate a second hand copy from 
one of your readers. | of course would 
pay handsomely to anyone wishing to 
part with a copy. 


Maamarey vm i\Alalemiam={eleldalslasleleidammelelaial| 
(oxo) als}(e =a aah’an ale) aal=merolalaliarem @xe)aalaatela 

=] AL@ MrohSMAYA cto] 6o¥m Ol>bsicoan aN cine) aVarel ale maalsanlelalsss 
lelstexo)aalomialelaatoisiare) \yanianl ele) at-)alankem nals 


Make) ol=mdarclunyelU mer-) ame)nn=) ance lerel-\1a(e) a 

or indeed place a request in your next 
(o10] ©) ket-h ae) aha IO) M@XO] 01 6:{=1a\,1(01 01 (00 el-m at=] ©) ©)’, 
to pay any costs in this regard. 


aBarclal.qncelem lame h\s-1are>) 


Best wishes 
Mark Hurst 


Ib mYLolUmot- alm al=1| od eo) (-t--X- Meco) alt= (eam a al=) 
Yo like) duro) alaliateexelanlantelalsat-lel-P4lat-melac, 
or on 972 2381 











Plumbing, Electrics, Decorating, 


Woodwork, Roofing, Brickwork, Drains, 


Kitchens and Bathrooms 
All Exterior, Groundworks and Garden work 


Property Management & Lettings 
Please call Roger on O7752 759908 


WIKRE = Set invan idyllic village locatign, our amall, friendly 
ny mn preschool creates a very apectal environment 
; V) for children pulded by a team of highly qual ited, 
x an 1 OS canng Staff. Please Contact us for detalls 


rm i ii aol i 
\ kts ay fegistrar®@heps.co.uk 
Spal 1 al oa 
tT a a — 
po r piomets 
With excellent links ta Kidmore End | 


Primary School and only 5 minutes 
from Caversham, Sonning Common, 
Paopand and Emmner Creer, 





~— Kidirere En 1 Pre-School, Parish Room 
Ll = “7 ™ 7 a a Ss d ies a a, pie =: — 
‘Witoe nee bal i vd, Read » RC | a 


= HE a 1 Li ee! a Fe eh oa “ JRE 
| ——_ Registered Charity Number 104 6040 





Whatever you want 
to store... 


...for whatever reason - house sale and 
purchase not coinciding, travelling, house 
building work, paperwork overload or just 
“de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible 
service at Shiplake. 


With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level and 
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 


Only 10 minutes 
drive from 
Sonning Common 
in Shiplake 





HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE 


01189 404163 


www.barn-store.co.uk 








Computer repairs 


Specialist in home-user & small business support: 
Virus removal, slow computer, data backup, 
data recovery, booting problems, hardware diagnosis 


Over 10 years experience 


0 0759 898 3292 [<] jason@millwardit.co.uk 


millwardit.co.uk 


Advertise in the 


sonning magazine 


\ 


Prices from just £27 per issue 
for an advert this size 


Perfect for local businesses 
elalemaaclelssiaalsya 





Call John Pearman to find out more on 0118 972 2381 
or email advertising @sonningcommonmagazine.org 


We have been bading in the village for 
over 60 years 


LEE PROS SroOonNS ORS 
DHE LAS A PH Es 
DoS POR THE ABI 
BINFIELD HEATH Coe 4 


Wie hawe ohd fachioned friendly Service 


We can't stock everything bat we can 
get oaost things for your pet! 


We deliver free on orders over £25.00 


(OME AN DSEE US Tt 


www.petcountrysu lies.co.uk 


SAVE MONEY WITH 


CHECK OUT 
THE MONTHLY 
OFFERS AT 
OUR SHOP 
OR 
WEBSITE 








e a 
Parish news 


WORKING TOGETHER TO PROTECT OUR 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 





py LEAH TILLEY 





MIKE DOCKREE Help For Separated Families nin you KNOW? 
jig : AF Family Mediation 
WINDOWS Sivoree aaneey children) proper) 


Seek Professional Help — FMCA accredited 





We provide and fit 





-Windows 07591 085389 
-Doors 
-Conservatories : ; 

In a colour of your choice and also | Why not choose small lifestyle changes in 2017 Buggy-a-cise - for those with young 
aha ney and caitiees glass ) Jette rles 01491 845575 that can make a big difference to your long mae ee ee a 
“EngeS, NAnes ane Ocks wae ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES keith jefferies@jcslimited.co.uk ; <_- 7 ee: —" | ere’s no need to worry abou 

We can also give your conservatory roof an term health and fitness? One way of doing this = i oe 2 childcare in this class - your child and 

Sara sean Races Tea a Sea An Accountant That Will Save You Time & Paper Work MOR IMCMRUIMCSMNUICrICHICIS i le FD) the buggy are part of the workout! 





We also provide Excellent customer service & free initial consultation 


physical activity each week by the end of this a Pa ee se 





and fit: Self-Assessments Corporation Tax Returns a aa 
d fit: Business Advice © Accounts year. Enough to get you out of breath anda =» Q ACTIVE GOLD TASTER EVENTS - 
-Fascia bit sweaty - just 30 minutes, 5 days per week! FOR THOSE OVER 60 
-Soffits ae 
Si Aa eS : See the lita actwities below to help you get ee ee ee eee ee nee 
ie = J_,J_- J J ye | GO Active - activities for all ages: OTE ata ThCe tacteneaccion: 
-Cladding - 
| Se ee ee ¢ Walking Football in Henley on Rotherfield Peppard Sport Pavilion 
Our windows and conservatories come with a Replacement Cushions, Chatr Canina Thames Thursday 2 February, 10 am - 12 pm 
comprehensive 10 year guarantee, full sk in kiak! er ne a ri 
ae pr a Y Pi a | ey # JTTenchH LOUSMLIL CF CrUTHITUTe AePaAtrTs e The Green Gym - practical nature The session includes a presentation : 
independent inspection with all certificates - j . a] Henley Leisure Centre 


conservation with the aim of keeping — from GO Active Gold staff, two taster 

fit and healthy activities, functional fitness MOT 

Plovevovialanatclalecmelaremaclinessalantclalese FREE taster session for anyone new 
dal ale mele land al=meltohss 


Mike Dockree has over 30 years’ experience LIZANNE SMITH ‘Tel: 0118 97 
For your free quotation 
Ring: 01189724376 
or 07785928190 


Email: mad@windows2002.fsnet.co.uk 


Thursday 26 January 9.45 am - 10.45 am 


e Explore your local area and visit The 
otal x=)aal-wVa-t- Me) mOl¥la-it-lalellare My t-1401¢-] Mumm KOMcj(e] ame] ome) ance) al aale)a-mlaice)aaarolalelar 
Beauty for walking and cycling please call 01235 422219 or email Contact Emma Freeman 07801 203550 
routes. ref-laulell of-lulolalGstolUinar-lale NZ] NelenvAll-« Emma.Freeman@southandvale.gov.uk 


TECHNOLOGY USED TO STEAL : FAKE AMAZON EMAILS CLAIM YOU 
FROM PARKED VEHICLES HAVE PLAGED AN ORDER 


a - F 


THAMES VALLEY 





10% discount on windows & doors 
when you quote MAD2017 











Quality Local Produce at Competitive Prices 


Friendly, family run Butchers established for over 30 years. We pride ourselves on quality produce and 
customer satisfaction. 








and our page to receive 10% off your next order. 


Save £ < when you buy our Freezer Packs. Enjoy one of our tailored Meat Packs. 





DID YOU KNOW? 





The successful chairman - I’m using the 
term in a non-gender specific sense - has 
to perform a tricky balancing act. He 

Cor she) has to get the business done 

in the time allowed. There is nothing 
worse than a meeting that drags on until 
everyone is bored stiff; or - even worse 

- that has to be suspended with its work 
incomplete. 


But he (or she) has to sustain the 
appearance - or illusion - that everyone 
is being allowed their say; that no one 
is being shut up prematurely. Every 


COOK'S 


BAKED ITALIAN COD - serves 4 





CHAIRING 


committee or council or working party 
has its members who will, given the 
chance, bang on for Britain. They must 
be restrained, but in such a way as not 
arouse resentment. 


The good chairman must be courteous 
to all - even in the face of discourtesy. It 
is a bad idea to yawn, sigh, groan loudly, 
drum one’s fingers impatiently, or bang 
one’s head on the table Call of which | 
fear | have been guilty of). But he or 
she must have firmness to go with the 
politeness, be even-handed, and keep an 
eye on the clock. 


All of which is a prelude to my saying 
how | will miss Douglas Kedge’s 
chairmanship of the parish council when 
he steps down this spring. In my view - 
and | am sure | am not alone - Douglas 
has been an exemplary chairman. He 
took over after a stormy period in the 
council’s fortunes, during which he 


FISH GOUJONS WITH TARTARE SAUCE - serves 4 


displayed considerable courage and 
resolve. 


It helps that he has a penetrating voice 
and a commanding presence. He is 
firm, but never bullies. He knows the 
standing orders inside out, keeps the 
meetings moving, gets the business 
done, and always has time for a friendly 
chat afterwards, however warm the 
disagreements may have been. He will 
be much missed. 











FRING 


Tel: 0118 9723010 
Email: NJCox.plastering@hotmail.com 


22 LANGLEY ARB LTD 


SS ARBORICULTURE SERVICES 


=> 4ol=1au- ml amO@re)aalaat-lceyt-|m-laleom Plojaal-\-jilemmig-(-m-l0lae(-1a\/ 


Tree Reductions & Thinning | Hedge & Shrub Trimming 
Arboriculture Consultations | Supply & Planting 


Telephone 0800 0385434 « Mobile 07775 959579 


Email: Enquiries@Langleyarb.com ° www, Langleyarb.com 
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FREE spot & stain remover with every clean I} 


DOMESTIC ¥ INDUSTRIAL # COMMERCIAL 


You can call us FREE on | Ss lire 








I ' Ma, — hey = Me = | "Mg 


ae L a 


ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 


“call today for a free estimate” 


01491 651356 


Www wheelers-electrical.co.uk 


i eee 





Langley Arboriculture Ltd are an 
Environmentally, Friendly Company 
Specialising in Customer Service 
whilst Providing a Professional 
Approach to Modern Tree Surgery. 
All our Staff are Highly Skilled Tree 
experts who know and understand 
your Regional Habitat. 


gral 


Proud members of Se Bs 
Checkatrade.com (®: 


Where reputation matters 





APPROVED 
COSTAL Tie 


DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL 


ROOFING & EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE 


ROOFING PROBLEMS? 


Free quotations 

Roof repairs & surveys 

¢Flat roofs — all types 
of long term systems 

¢Slate/tile work 

¢Dormer & Velux windows *Re-roofs 


¢Upve sofits & fascias 

¢Chimneystack works 

Insurance backed 
guarantees 

¢Lead works . 

Snes 

CHAS Registered 


Bondright Roofing Services 
Freephone: 0800 1692361 or Henley 01491 5/9659 


Mercurial Systems Ltd 





ALL MAKES SERVICING 


Caring for all your motoring needs ‘for over 50 years! 


TEXTUREPLUS 


Free Estimates 
Interior & Exterior Decorating 
Artexing & Coving / Solving Artex Problems 
Floor & Wall Tiling / Wallpaper Hanging / Plastering 
Kitchens / Bathrooms / Roof & Guttering Maintenance 
Carpentry — Doors + Architraves + Skirting 
COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
(Quality Comes As Standard) 
30 Years Experience / NHBC Awarded / PPL Insured 
Insurance Work Undertaken 


Tel: 0118 972 1442 or Mobile: 07880 542363 


Based in Sonning Common 


Y BOSCH Diagnostics 

¥ Service & Repair 

VY Air Conditioning Service & Re-Gas 
V ATA Highly Qualified Technicians 
/Y Free Collection & Delivery 

Y Courtesy Cars Available 


Sonning Common Vauxhall 


0118 972 2021 Wa 


Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading RG4 9SU 


CUSTOMER EXCELLENCE WINNER 


Service Open: Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm ¢ Sat 8.30am - 12.30pm ¢ Sun CLOSED 
www.sonningcommonvauxhall.com 


£10.00o-r 


your next MoT on production of this voucher 


07521 699265 


PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
FROM A FIFTH GENERATION FAMILY BUSINESS: 

LATER LIFE PRE-PLANNING, 

BESPOKE TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY FUNERALS, 
MONUMENTAL MASONS AND BEREAVEMENT CARE 


WIA AW AS eli elds] meenel.< 


01491 413434 CAVERSHAM 0116 94/7/7007 


0118 95/7 3650 


HENLEY 
READING 








py CHRISTINE ATKINSON 


not much of a break!), and on another 
day climbed Ben Nevis (at 1,344m 

the highest peak in the UK). Quite an 
achievement for a 9 and 6 year old! 


When asked if the cycling got any 
easier Ainsley said ‘a bit easier, but the 
really hard days were when it rained 


TAT ||_ | AMAT Got Soaked”. Early on in the trip 


whilst in Devon and Somerset the 
He had always wanted to cycle from phone signal was lost, and therefore 
Land’s End to John O’Groats andthe — the route map, they got a little lost, 
long summer holidays were perfect and ran out of snacks! - which all 


for it. 


The planning started last year and the 
family headed off to the start point in 
Cornwall straight after school broke 

up in July. The route is over 870 miles 
and the whole journey took nearly 5 
weeks of the summer holidays. Geoff, 
Caroline and the kids (Ainsley 9 and 
Bronwyn 6) camped every night 
except 2, spending the days exploring 
the area they were travelling in. Ainsley 
had decided that he would like to cycle 
some of the route with his dad, and 
ended up doing a little bit more than 
they first thought! 


Ainsley’ s epic adventure saw him 
cycle an average of 15 miles a day 

for around 19 of the 22 days that the 
route took. He rode part of the day as 
Geoff needed to cover more miles per 
day than that, and ended up cycling 
256 miles altogether - nearly a third 
of the way. 


The three days that Ainsley didn’t 
join in the cycle were on roads that 
were too busy, and Geoff also had a 
couple of rest days on the way. On 
the first day of cycling Caroline and 
the children walked down to Tintern 
Abbey from their campsite and visited 
some waterfalls. During one of the 
break days for Geoff the whole family 
climbed Scafell in the Lake District 
Chighest peak in England at 978m - 








parents know is a very bad situation.... 


Ainsley’ s favourite place was Ben 
Nevis, although he enjoyed the first 
camp site which had a rope swing, 
and loved cycling round Arran with 
it's beautiful coast, mountains and 
Lochranza Castle. 


All in all a great achievement for the 
whole family, making memories for life, 
but especially for Ainsley and his “epic” 
adventure. Well done Ainsley! 





ONE OF A GROUP 
REMARKABLE PEO 
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Five times a week on Monday, Tuesday, 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday the doors 
open to provide breakfast, a hot two/ 
three course lunch, drinks and quiet 
time to between 40 to 60 people. 
These are either sleeping rough on the 
streets, dependent on drugs or alcohol 
or just plain lonely and in need of social 
interaction. 


She’s small, Irish and is packed with 
enthusiasm for the cause she has championed 
for 12 years. Mabel Boyd runs the Ghurches in 
Reading Drop in Centre (CIRDIC) with efficiency 
and passion and the support of over 100 
volunteers. And this along with overseeing a 
further women's drop-in centre at the Wesley 
church in Queen's Road. 


Mabel tells us not all organisations will 
take in people using drugs or alcohol. But 
this one, originally set up 26 years ago 
by a group of Christians from a number 
of churches in Reading, welcomes all 
those in need of care and food. There is 
however zero tolerance of disruption and 
aggression. The emphasis is on peace 
and quiet social activity. “With the 
whole ethos of the organisation rooted 

in Christianity”, they care for the sick, 
needy and those shunned by society 
also aiming to bring them closer to God 
through prayer and discussion. Mosaic 
artwork made by guests decorate the 
walls of the centre to serve as a reminder 
of kindness shown to them. 
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Care isn't limited to food and drink. The 
guests, mostly men, can have a shower 
and are given fresh underwear and 
clothes before they leave. Mabel says: 
“We take the feeling of a clean skin for 
granted. It's areal blessing to feel clean 
again when you've been wearing the 
same clothes for ages.” There is also 
medical help on hand in the form of two 


visiting nurses and a mental health nurse. 


Other support includes provision of a 
safe postal address, use of a telephone 
and provision of identity confirmation. 
Volunteers may also help guests use 
the computer or develop other skills like 
reading and writing and form-filling. 


Financial help and support is given 

by Reading Borough Council and 
Communicare. CIRDIC works closely 
with St Mungo's who help the homeless 
on the street, and Launchpad, who 
assist with rehousing and getting people 
back on their feet. They have practical 
help from many big companies, most 

of whom prefer to remain anonymous, 
who will come in and clean and paint the 


premises, facilitated by Connect Reading. 


a 


Mabel cites Costco as having been 
“amazing” with their donations and 
they deliver food straight to the centre. 


With CIRDIC’s running costs at £70,000 
per annum there Is always a need 

for extra money to fund repairs, rent, 
insurance, heating, lighting and other 
equipment. 2015's organised Sleepout 
in November, where a large number of 
the volunteers and their friends slept 
out on the street, raised enough funds 
to provide a new roof and a new floor 
for the toilets. There are more fund 
raising events on the cards for 2017 for 
new showers and maintenance, but the 
centre relies on extra help from the 
community in the form of money and 
donations. 


MABEL TALKS ABOUT THE FOLLOWING BEING 
PARTICULARLY IN DEMAND: 

¢ men's pants (medium) 

© [aZ0IS, 

° deodorant 





This will be held on Friday, 3rd 
March, at 10.30 a.m. (Regular 
attendees please note change 
of time) at the Church of St. 
John the Baptist, Kidmore 
End, Reading, RG4 SAW. 

The country composing the 
service for next year is The 
Philippines and the theme is 
"Am | being unfair to you?" 
The service lasts for about an 
hour and will be followed by 
light refreshments. All local 


denominations are involved and everyone is welcome, not just women! 
We look forward to seeing you there. For further information ring 


Jane Starkey on 0118 9722741. 





° men's jeans 
¢ women's sanitary items 
e and ...money 


being some of the most useful contributions. 


And it has positive outcomes. A 
successful life back on track is quoted 
in their leaflet as follows: “.the Drop in 
was my first step in the recovery | have 
been enabled to have...in being led to 
the life | have today. | have taken many 
steps that | could not have managed 
on my own, and the first one was 
accepting the food, warmth, shelter 
and guidance that was offered to me at 
CIRDIC”. @ 


If you feel you could contribute the 
items above, could put in some hours 
or you'd like further information and 
insight into this valuable project 
please visit www.cirdic.org.uk 


WOMEN'S WORLD DAY LENT LUNCHES 
OF PRAYER 201/ 





Lent lunches at Christ the King Hall were so 
popular last year they will be repeated. Things 
are still at the planning stage but the format is 
expected to be the same: three separate bread 
and soup lunches in the weeks running up te 
Easter Sunday,16 April, with a guest speaker 
each time, from the charity to be supported on 
that day. 


Keep an eye open for posters on the public notice 
boards for detailed information from early March. 


Sue Nickson 
0118 972 4520 





33 | 





DIARY DATES 


FEBRUARY 


Wednesday 1 - 70:30 

Walking football - every 
Wednesday. For details contact 
Andy Tidswell on 07710 875728. 
Bishopswood Sports Ground 


Wednesday 1 - 70:30 - 12:00 
Village Coffee Morning hosted 
by Sonning Common Women’s 
Institute. Open to all. Raising 
funds for local community 
projects. Village Hall 


Sunday 5 - 09:30 - 10:30 

Under 5s football - every 
Sunday. For details contact 
Andy Tidswell on 07710 875728. 
Bishopswood Sports Ground 


Tuesday 7 - 13:45 

Whist afternoons - every 
Tuesday. Batten House, Lea 
Road 


Wednesday 8 - 79:45 

Henley Philatelic Society - 
Quiz evening and Annual 
Competitions. Bix Village Hall 


Monday 13 - 74:30 
FISH - Tea party. Village Hall 


Thursday 16 - 77:30 
FISH - Pub lunch 


Thursday 16 - 79:30 
Sonning Common Women's 
Institute - "Hedgehogs - why 
we should worry and what 
can we do", a talk by Hugh 
Warwick. Visitors welcome. 
Village Hall 


Monday 20 - 20:00 
Sonning Common Parish 
Council 


Wednesday 22 

Henley Philatelic Society - 
Auction viewing. Bix Village 
Hall 


Thursday 23 - 09:00 
FISH - Henley Farmers’ Market 


The FISH Volunteer Centre runs regular door-to-door shopping trips to Tesco in Henley every Monday morning and to Henley Waitrose, 


Monday 27 - 70.30 - 72:00 
Sonning Common Business 
Collaboration network group. 
Butchers Arms, Blounts Court 
Road 


MARCH 


Wednesday 1 - 70.30 - 12:00 
Village Coffee Morning hosted 
by Sonning Common Women’s 
Institute. Open to all. Raising 
funds for local community 
projects. Village Hall 


Friday 3 - 70:30 

Women's World Day of Prayer. 
Church of St. John the Baptist, 
Kidmore End 


Wednesday 8 - 78:30 
Henley Philatelic Society - Open 
Auction. Bix Village Hall 


Monday 13 - 74:30 
FISH - Tea party. Village Hall 


Thursday 16 - 77:30 
FISH - Pub lunch 


Thursday 16 - 79:30 
Sonning Common Women's 
Institute - AGM. Village Hall 


Friday 17 - 79:30 
Annual Village Quiz. Sonning 
Common Primary School 


Monday 20 - 20:00 
Sonning Common Parish 
Council. Village Hall 


Wednesday 22 - 79:45 
Henley Philatelic Society - 
Displays. Bix Village Hall 


Thursday 23 - 09:00 
FISH - Henley Farmers’ Market 


Thu 30 - Sat 1 - 20:00 
Chiltern Players - “Duets”. 
Peppard Memorial Hall 


A B Walker & Sons Ltd 30 
Funeral Directors 


AMAXS Plumbing 14 
Heating Electrical 


Barrs Insurance Back 
Services 

Barn Store 22 
(Secure Self Store) 

Beacon Flooring 8 
Beville Estate Agency 2 
Bondright Roofing 29 
Services 

Bonner Locksmiths 12 
Brambles Floral Service 9 
Bridges Property 15 
Carl Woods Butchers Ltd 27 
Carpet Fitter 2 


Caversham Aerial Services 2 
Compass Water Softeners 12 
Computer Repairs 22 
Curtains, Blinds, Pelmets, 14 
Davis Tate Estate Agency 8 
DK Builders 12 


EH Hamley & Son 12 
(Builders & Decorators) 


Elements Kitchen Design 2 


Family Hairdressing 12 
Family Mediation 26 
Functional Physio Back 
Girl Power (Electrician) 30 
Graham Blake Soft 14 
Furnishings 

Gunning Plumbing 9 
Heights Tree Care 14 


Henley Glazing & Window 35 
Centre Ltd 


Influential Computers 26 


Jefferies Accountancy 26 
Services Ltd 


Kennylands Gymnastics 14 
Kidbys 9 
Kidmore End Pre-School 22 
Langley Arb (Tree Surgery) 29 


Mike Farina Auto Back 
Services Ltd 


Milo Technical Support 35 
(Computers) 


Henley Farmers Market, Morrisons in Reading and Reading Town Centre every month. 
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ADVERTISERS DIRECTORY 


Moores Painting & 8 
Nathan Cox Plastering 29 
Paul’s Painting & 26 
Decorating 


Peppard Building Supplies 8 


Pet Country Supplies 22 
Pilates ABC 30 
Property Maintenance 22 
Red Kite Electrical 9 
Robin James Opticians 

S J Hinton Carpenter 35 
& Joiner 


Sonning Common Beauty 35 


Sonning Common Garage 30 


Sonning Common 12 
Pet Care 

Sonning Common 2 
Pre-School 

Spruce Property 14 
Maintenance Service 

Studio One (Pilates, 8 
Matwork & Yoga) 

T C Fuller Plumbing 12 
& Heating 

Tai Chi Classes Back 
Tandoori Connoisseur 35 
Tereena Hartin Back 


Personal Trainer 


TexturePlus (Interior 30 
& Exterior Decorating) 


The Litthe Web Company 35 


Time 4 Pilates 9 
Tomalin and Son Back 
Funeral Directors 

TradeMark (Windows, 26 
Doors, Conservatories) 

TV Aerial Services 12 
Village Barbers 9 
Wee-Cot Seating 26 
Wood Lane Dentistry 2 
Wheelers Electrical 29 
Contractors 

Zero Dry Time 29 


(Dry Carpet Cleaning) 


The programme of shopping and leisure trips for each month is published and distributed on 20th of the preceding month and 
bookings are taken from that date. Copies of the programme are available the FISH Volunteer Centre, Sonning Common Library, the 
Christian Community Action shop, Pet Country Supplies and on request from Carson’s Chemist. The monthly programme of trips is 
posted on noticeboards in both Peppard and Sonning Common. 


Details of all minibus trips can also be found on the FISH website www.fishvolunteercentre.co.uk 
For more information and to book any trip call 0118 972 3986 any weekday between 09.30 and 11.530 a.m. @ 


Over 200 happy customers in 
sonning Common. 


Milo and Michael Harper 


Milo Technical Support 


0118 972 4905 22 Sedgewell Road 


THE 


LITTLE WEB 


COMPANY 


We produce small but perfectly 
formed brand and web packages 
for startups and small businesses. 


CONTACT US 
TODAY ABOUT OUR 
PACKAGES 


Call Kevin on: 07887 902 376 
Email: hello@thelittlewebcompany.com 
www.thelittlewebcompany.com 


HENLEY GLAZING AND WINDOW CENTRE LIMITED 


Glass Supply, Glazing Service 
Mirrors, Shelves, Table Tops 


Sealed Units, Lead Lights =, 


ie 


Locks, Secondary Glazing 
Shower Screens 


01491 629901 


Suppiers & Installers of: 
UPVC, Aluminium and 
Timber Windows 

Doors and Conservatories 
Facias, Sofits and Guttering 


Registered Company 


Workshop: Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, Henley on Thames RG9 5LA 
Fax: 01491 629904 Email: andy@henleyglazingwindow.co.uk 


Come & Experience authentic 
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine 


OW CCH CG 


21 Wood Lane 
Sonning Common 
0118 972 3104 / 972 1054 


S ] HINTON 


Carpenter & Joiner 
Wide range of high-quality carpentry 
services delivered by skilled craftsman 
Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving. 
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows, 
Stairs, Roof Construction. 


Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602 


* Fully Air-Conditioned 
* Large Groups Catered For 
x Open 7 Days a Week 


We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders 


12 Newfield Road Telephone 0118 972 3059 
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* MANICURE * PEDICURE * ORGANIC FACIALS 
* MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS 
*WAXING * LASHAND BROW TREATMENTS 
° SPRAY TANNING * MAKE-UP * MASSAGE 
¢* BRIDAL HOLIDAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE 


Gift Vouchers Available 
Some reduced price treatments available each 


week please ring to check availablity 


| 34 | or 07887 653866 
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9 Functional * recone ng cose, 
AS Physio 


Reading, RG4 9SW 
a & Pilates 


) Back & Neck pain 






» Shoulder Injuries 
» Muscle / Joint Strains » Post-Operative Rehabilitation 
) Ligament Sprain ) Pre/ Post Natal Exercise 
» Sports Injuries ») Respiratory Conditions 


) Whiplash Injuries ) Lower Limb & Foot Problems 


» Appointments available every day 
) Pilates classes throughout the week 
01189 722 745 
)functionalphysio.co.uk 

n at Functional Physio are Chartered Physiotherapists registered 
| Professions Council and are recognised by all major 
companies, including Bupa and Axa PPP. 


Jo Pereira MCSP 
Catherine Matthews MCSP 
Chartered Physiotherapists 












www.functionalphysio.co.uk 
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Tereena Hartin 


PERSONAL TRAINER 


Mt 
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Autoservices Ltd, 
Tel: 01189 724036 


..<Competitive Prices 
...Excellent Service 


Servicing and Repairs on any make 
Tyres @ Batteries ¢ Exhausts 
MOT @¢ Car Sales 


Mike Farina Auto Services Ltd, 


21 Sedgewell Road, Sonning Common, 
Reading, RG4 9TA 


Your Long Established Local Garage 


0118 972 4036 
facebook. 


Golden 


Charter 
7 Funeral 
Plans 


£40 John Lewis voucher or 
£40 donation to Sue Ryder Care 


with each pre-paid funeral plan taken out on production of this advert 
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Barrs Insurance 


Mark & Helen Richards 
Your Local Insurance Brokers 
For The Unusual & The Usual 
Let Us Take Care Of Your Insurance 


¢ House & Contents * Business »« Liabilities 
¢ Travel * Landlords « Professional Indemnity 


«Horse * Shops « Sickness / Accident 
Commercial / Unusual Vehicle 


If It’s Not listed We Still Can Help 
All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome 


O118 924 2603 


mail: info@barrs-insurances.co.uk 
www .barrs-insurance.co.uk 
Unit 2, Kidby’s Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT 
Authorised and Regulated by FCA 





Tel: (01491) 573370 


www.tomalins.co.uk tomalin@btconnect.com 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames, RG9 1AG 


Fed Up With Call Centres 


@® TaiChiClasses @& 


Do you need to improve your balance, 
coordination or strength? 


Want to improve your sense of wellbeing? 


Gentle mind, body and spirit exercises 
Ideal for all ages and any fitness level 


Daytime, Evening and Weekends Classes 
Contact Karen on 07867 954 786 


@® www.karenpounds.co.uk 


